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Ecocriticism And Environment

e\ Dr. Gawali Manisha Baburao

) , Dept. of English Shivaji Mahavidyalaya, Hingoli (MS)

{ ) awclmrgnwul'gl l @Emni!,cgm

2 Y ' :

4 o Ec‘)(':riﬂ sm is the study of literature and environment from and interdisciplinary point of
’cw’-’Mi:‘ > affsciences come together to analyze the environment and brainstorm possible solutions

cction of the contemporary environmental situation, though not all ecocritics agrec on the
purpose, methodology or scope ol ecocriticism.

Ecocriticism is an intentionally broad approach that is known by a number of other
designations, including “green (cultural) studies™ “ecopoetics” and “environmental literary criticism”

and is often informed by other fields such as ecology, sustainable design, biopolitics, environmental
history, environmentalism and social ecology among others.

Ecocritics investigate such things as the underlying ecological valucs, what precisely, is

meant by the word nature, and whether the examination of ‘place’ should be a distinctive category,

much like class, gender of race. Ecocritics examine human perception of wilderness and how it has
changed throughout history and whether or not current environmental issues are accurately
represented or even mentioned in popular culture and modern literature. Not only do ecocritics )
determine the actual meaning of nature writing texts, but they use those texts for analyzing the €
practices of society in relationship to nature. They also critique visions that are human centered and
man/male centered. Scholars in ecocritism engage in questions regarding anthropocentrism, and the
“mainstream assumption that the natural world be scen primarily as a resource for human beings” as

well as critical approaches to changing idcas in “the material and cultural bases of modern society.”
Recently empirical ecocritics have begun empirically cvaluating the influence of ecofiction on its
readers. Others disciplines, such as history, cconomics, philosophy ethics and psychology are also

considered by ecocritics to be possible contributors to ecocritism. The present paper focuses on
environment and its relation to literature via ecocritism.

Key Words : Anthropocentrism, ecocritics, interdisciplinary etc.
Ecocritism investigates the relation between humans and the natural world in literature. It
deals with how environmental issues, cultural issues concerning the environment and attitudes
towards nature are presented and analyzed. One of the main goals in ecocritism is to study how
individuals in society behave and react in relation to nature and ecological aspects. This form of
criticism has gained a lot of attention during recent years. Due to higher social emphasis on
environmental destruction and increased technology. It is hence a fresh way of analyzing and
interpreting literary texts, which brings new dimensions to the field of literary and theoretical studies.
Ecocritism is an intentionally broad approach that is known by a number of other
designations, including “green (cultural) studies.” “ecopoetics” and “environmental literary
criticism.” . '
Western thought has often held a more or less utilitarian attitude to nature — nature is for
serving human needs. However, after the eighteenth century, there emerged many voices that
demanded a revaluation of the relationship between man and environment and man’s view of nature.
Ame Naess, a Norwegian philosopher, developed the notion of “Deep Ecology” which emphasis the
basic interconnectedness of all life forms and natural features, and presents a symbiotic and holistic
world, view rather than an anthropocentric one.
Carlicr theorics in litcrary and cultural studics focused on issuc of class, race, gender, region
are criteria and “subjects” of critical analysis. The late twenticth century has woken-up to a new
threat “ ecological disaster. The most important environmental problems that human
whole are : nuclear war, depletion of valuable natural resources, population explosion, proliferation -
of (?Xp{Ollﬂ(l\fC lcc!mologics, conquest of space preliminary (o using it as a garbage dumb, pollution,
extinction of species (though not a humaq problem) among others. In such a conlext, literary an
cultural theory has begun (o address;.,ll_l_p‘lssuc as a part of academic discourse. Numerous
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Ecocriticism is. the result of this new consciousness : that very soon, there will be nothing

safe) in nature to discourse about, unless we are very careful.

Ecocritics ask questions such as :

1) How is nature represented in the novel/poem/play

2) What role does the physical-geographical setting p

3) How do our metaphors of the land influence the way we treat i
pedagogic or creative practice and actual political, sociocultured and et

the land and other non-human life forms ?

4) How is science — in the form of genetic engineering, technologies of reproduction, sexualities
open to critical scrutiny terms of the effects of science upon the land ?

The essential assumptions, ideas and methods of ecocritics may be summed up as follows ;

1) Ecocritics believe that human culture is related to the physical world.

2) Ecocriticism assumes that all life forms are interlinked. Ecocriticism expands the notion of ‘the

world’ to include the entire ecosphere.
3) Moreover, there is a definite link between the nature and culture, where the literary treatment,

representation and ‘thematisation’ of land and nature influence actions on the land.

4) Joseph Meekar in an early work, The comedy of Survival : Studies in Literary Ecology (1972)
used thg term ‘literary ecology’ to refer to the study of biological themes and relationshglys which
appear in literary works. It is simultaneously an attempt to discover what roles have bee[;l playzd

b){ li'leraturc in the ecology of the human species.”
5) William Rueckert is believed to have coined the term “ecocriticism” in 1978, which he defines
, . as

the application of ecology and ecological concepts to the study of literature.”

Sustainable l?evclopment — Ecocriticism advocates
Sustainable development for a superior eventual fate humankind by and large. All livi
. ng

beings re i i : . .
ladicgs, i gcgg;;;zg;glozl;on lo get by in their own particular manner. The Plants, the creatures. the
life emotionally Sul)p‘o rlivsl:fcc[il;mlk‘ éll havg their task to carry out to keep up the world's esse’ntial
L dlown eventual e of o or. : onslralnfd utilization of resources will guarantee the safe and
By is sustainable i ages (o come. T.hc most well-known measure to handle ecologi
e of common r > improvement. (FTCd!.’le 128). This completely implies i . gcal
i ’ resources without jeopardizing the entire condition and tl lle necessary
single person. (Essays in Criticism 36). and the prosperity of every
Environmental Justice
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we understand that nature is anything but a subordinate yet a co- '

biosphere. In any case, presently
occupant of this world environment. We should change our pointless thought processes. In the event

that people attempt to pulverize nature, they will be repaid by their own coins. Our worldwide
emergency isn’t on the grounds that how biological system works. It is on the grounds that how our
moral framework. overcoming the.emergency requires understanding our effect on nature. It requires
understanding those moral frameworks and utilizing that understanding to change them. .

- Thus, Ecocritism is an Interdisciplinary approach Ecocritism is a deliberately expansive
interdisciplinary. It draws its sustenance from the current

methodology which is by its very nature

scholarly hypotheses. All science approach to add to field. Along these lines, new speculations like

post-pilgrim Ecocritism, Ecofeminism, Ecomarxism and Ecospiritualism are coming into light- In

any case, it contrasts from different speculations in that while every one of them think about earth as -~
Every single other hypothesis are set apart

a social circle, Ecocriticism considers it as an ecosphere.

m is portrayed by ecocognizance. To put it
hich advances the
th the

while Ecocriticis
deal with scholarly investigations w

by their individual self-image awareness
stand, how we ought to carry on wi

plainly, it is an earth driven way (o
comprehension of what our identity is, the place we
unstoppable force of life and so forth. '
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